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DETAILED ACTION 
Drawings 

1 . The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .83(a). The drawings must show every 
feature of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, the "two downwardly depending 
legs" must be shown or the feature(s) canceled from the claim(s). No new matter should be 
entered. 

Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1. 121(d) are required in reply to 
the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended replacement-drawing 
sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, 
even if only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure number of an amended drawing 
should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure is to be canceled, the appropriate figure 
must be removed from the replacement sheet, and where necessary, the remaining figures must 
be renumbered and appropriate changes made to the brief description of the several views of the 
drawings for consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the 
renumbering of the remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an 
application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" 
pursuant to 37 CFR 1 . 121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will 
be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next Office action. The 
objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 



2. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 
The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S. C. 112: 
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The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claim 13 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 

As to claim 13, the claimed limitations "two downwardly depending legs" is not clear if 
the legs referred to the thumb/little finger guide structure. Correction is needed. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 1-3, 6, 9, 11-14, 16-17, 19-20 and 22-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Chen et aL (5,900,870; hereinafter referred to as Chen) in view of 
Scenna et aL (5,894,302; hereinafter referred as Scenna). 

As to claim 1, Chen teaches a thumb (thumb, (rest unit, (figure 2, (2)) and finger (little 
finger rest unit, (finger rest, (figure 2, (21)) guide structure for use with a computer mouse 
having a palm portion (housing, (figure 2, (1)) and two lateral opposite sides (figures 2-4)) 
(column 2, lines 10-33) said structure comprising a thumb guide (thumb finger rest, (figure 2, 
21)) extending from said palm portion (housing, (figure 2, (1)) (figures 2-8, column 2, lines 10- 
67, a finger guide extending from said palm portion and spaced from said thumb guide (figures 
2-8 and column 2, lines 10-67), said finger guide being spaced from said thumb guide (thumb, 
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finger rest, (figure 2, 2)) by an amount approximately equal to the distance between the thumb 
and little finger (little finger, rest area, (figure 2, (21)) of the hand of the intended user when the 
hand is in an open relaxed position so that the structure supports the user's hand in an open 
relaxed position and said guides being positioned such that the mouse may be moved and lifted 
without said user's thumb and finger gripping the two lateral opposite sides thereof (figures 2-8 
abstract, column 1, lines 30-55, and column 2, lines 10-67) ; and means for attaching said 
structure to an existing computer mouse (figures 2, 4, & 6-8, column 1, lines 5-13 and column 1, 
lines 30-34). 

Chen does not expressly teach that a palm member dimensioned and shaped to fit over 
the palm portion of the computer mouse. 

However, Scenna teaches a palm member (palm support area, (figures 1-4, 8 & 14-15) 
dimensioned and shaped to fit over the palm portion of the computer mouse (figures 1-4, 8, 12- 
17 & 20-22, abstract, column 4, lines 45-67, column 2, lines column 2, lines 31-54, and column 
4, lines 30-67). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to incorporate Scenna' s computer mouse having palm support area into 
Chen's computer mouse so as to encourage greater use of the forearm muscles and the length and 
angle of the button maintain the user's finger with a lesser degree of flexion of the FDP tendon, 
which minimizes stress on the tendon (column 2, lines 45-54). 

As to claims 2 and 16, Chen, wherein at least one of said thumb guide and said finger 
guide is disposed generally above a side of said mouse (figure 4, column 2, lines 15-35 and 
column 2, lines 45-67). 
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As to claims 3, 13 and 17, Chen teaches wherein said guides are generally opening (as 
clearly shows in figures 2-3 & 6, the thumb and finger support are opening flat structure)) 
column 2, lines 15-35 and column 2, lines 45-67). 

Chen does not clearly teach that the finger guide having an arcuate flange. 

However, Scenna teaches an ergonomic mouse having the finger guide (concave surface, 
(figures 1-2, (74)) and column 6, line 64 through column 7, line 1-5). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to use Scenna's concave surface into Chen's mouse so to support serves as a 
rest for the finger during use (column 7, lines 1-3). 

As to claims 6 and 19, Chen teaches all claimed limitations except that the palm member 
is generally curved and shaped to support an average adult palm. 

However, Scenna teaches an ergonomic computer mouse having the palm member ((palm 
support area, (figures 1-4, 8 & 14-15) is generally curved and shaped to support an average adult 
palm (figures 1-4, 813-17 & 20-22, abstract, column 4, lines 45-67, column 2, lines column 2, 
lines 31-54, and column 4, lines 30-67). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to incorporate Scenna' s computer mouse having curve palm support area 
into Chen's computer mouse so as to encourage greater use of the forearm muscles and the 
length and angle of the button maintain the user's finger with a lesser degree of flexion of the 
FDP tendon, which minimizes stress on the tendon (column 2, lines 45-54). 

As to claims 9 and 20, Chen teaches wherein both of said thumb (figure 2, (2)) and 
finger supports (figure 2, 21)) are disposed generally above opposite lateral sides of said mouse 
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(column 2, lines 19-34). 

As to claims 11 and 22, Chen teaches wherein the mouse having an outline with a hand 
(figure 3). 

Chen does teach a palm portion has an outline with a hand. 

However Scenna fairly teaches a palm portion has an outline with a hand (figure 8 and 
column 5, lines 33-54). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to incorporate Scenna's computer mouse showing a outline of hand into 
Chen's computer mouse so as show the user's hand and wrist to rest on the work surface 
(column 5, lines 45-58). 

As to claims 12 and 23, Chen teaches wherein the mouse having an outline with a hand 
(figure 3). 

Chen does expressly teach that outline of said hand is recessed in said palm 

However, Scenna fairly teaches that outline of said hand is recessed in said palm (figures 
8 & 12 and column 4, lines 45-67). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to incorporate Scenna's computer mouse showing a outline of hand into 
Chen's computer mouse so as show the user's hand and wrist to rest on the work surface 
(column 5, lines 45-58). 

As to claim 14, Chen teaches a computer mouse (finger rest structure computer mouse, 
(figure 2)) having a palm portion (housing, (figure 2, (1)) and two lateral opposite sides (figures 
2-4)) (column 2, lines 10-33); and spaced-apart a thumb guide (thumb finger rest, (figure 2, 21)) 
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attached to computer mouse (housing, (figure 2, (1)) (figures 2-8, column 2, lines 10-67, said 
finger guide being spaced from said thumb guide (thumb, finger rest, (figure 2, 2)) by an amount 
approximately equal to the distance between the thumb and little finger (little finger, rest area, 
(figure 2, (21)) of the hand of the intended user when the hand is in an open relaxed position so 
that the structure supports the user's hand in an open relaxed position and said guides being 
positioned such that the mouse may be moved and lifted without said user's thumb and finger 
gripping the two lateral opposite sides thereof (figures 2-8 abstract, column 1, lines 30-55, and 
column 2, lines 10-67). 

Chen does not expressly teach that palm portion of the computer mouse. 

However, Scenna teaches a palm member (palm support area, (figures 1-4, 8 & 14-15) 
dimensioned and shaped to fit over the palm portion of the computer mouse (figures 1-4, 8, 12- 
17 & 20-22, abstract, column 4, lines 45-67, column 2, lines column 2, lines 31-54, and column 
4, lines 30-67). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to incorporate Scenna' s computer mouse having palm portion area into 
Chen's computer mouse so as to encourage greater use of the forearm muscles and the length and 
angle of the button maintain the user's finger with a lesser degree of flexion of the FDP tendon, 
which minimizes stress on the tendon (column 2, lines 45-54). 

6. Claims 4, 10, 18 and 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Chen in view of Scenna as applied to claims 1 and 14 above, and further in view of 
Wei (6,034,627). 
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As to claims 4 and 18, Chen and Scenna teach all claimed limitations except that 
wherein said guides are rings. 

However, Wei teaches a computer input device (mouse) having finger support/guide 
(hole, figure 3, (27)) (column 2, lines 15-34). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to incorporate Scenna' s computer mouse having palm support area into 
Chen's modified system mouse so as to control and moved easily and readily by the finger 
engaged within the hole, and may click or push the button easily (column 2, lines 30-35). 

As to claims 10 and 21, Chen and Scenna teach all claimed limitations except means for 
adjusting the diameter. 

Weir teaches a computer input device (mouse) having means for adjusting the diameter 
((hole, figure 3, (27)) (column 2, lines 15-34). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to incorporate Scenna' s computer mouse having the hole diameter for 
adjusting the finger into Chen's modified system mouse so as to control and moved easily and 
readily by the finger engaged within the hole, and may click or push the button easily (column 2, 
lines 30-35). 

7. Claims 5, 7-8 & 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Chen in view of Scenna as applied to claims 1 above, and further in view of Adler 
(6,256,015 Bl). 
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As to claim 5, Chen and Scenna teach all claimed limitations except that for attaching 
comprise adhesive means. 

However, Adler teaches that for attaching comprise adhesive means (adhesive, (figures 1- 
4, (47)) and column 5, lines 10-28). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to incorporate Adler' s computer mouse having a resilient adhesive into 
Chen's modified device so as that the adhesive is (attached) or squeezed between the two 
opposing surfaces locally and adheres to both of them, so that the computer mouse currently can 
be completely cleaned, serviced and repaired with access to only the bottom surface (column 5, 
lines 14-22). 

As to claims 7-8, Chen and Scenna teach all claimed limitations, but omit that guide are 
formed as an integral plastic member. 

However, Adler teaches a computer mouse having the guide are formed from different 
material, such as plastic (leather) (figures 1-4 and column 6, lines 26-38). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to use Adler' s mouse having the shell can be made from different material 
into Chen's modified system so as to increase the versatility of the computer mouse. 
8. A thumb and finger guide structure according to claim 7, wherein: said palm member is at 
least partially covered with an absorbent fabric. 

As to claim 15, Chen and Scenna disclose all claimed limitations except that the palm 
portion attached to the computer mouse. 



Application/Control Number: 10/620,270 Page 10 

Art Unit: 2673 

However, Adler teaches the palm portion attached to the computer mouse (figures 1-4, 
(47)) and column 5, lines 10-28). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to incorporate Adler' s computer mouse having a resilient adhesive into 
Chen's modified device so as the two opposing surfaces locally and adheres to both of them, so 
that the computer mouse currently can be completely cleaned, serviced and repaired with access 
to only the bottom surface (column 5, lines 14-22). 

Conclusion 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicants 
disclosure. Reid et al. (6,377,244 Bl) teach an ergonomic computer mouse. 

Stephens et al. (6,417,843 Bl) teach mouse with cushioning pads. 
Benja-Athon (6,266,047) teaches a computer mouse comprising a thumb/little finger 
controller. 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to MANSOUR M SAID whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7679. The examiner can normally be reached on MF (8:30-6:30). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, BIPIN SHALWALA can be reached on (571) 272-7681. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-272-8000. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Mansour M Said , . 
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